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 “Homeward Bound” Child Found! 
 

SUMNER - On October 17, 2006, approximately 6 months after the Washington State Patrol (WSP) Chief John 
R. Batiste along with members from the Washington Trucking Association, Gordon Trucking Inc., Budget Auto 
Wrecking and IMAGIC gathered together to launch the “Homeward Bound” program, one of the children, Shania 
Supanich has been found and brought home to her mother.   
 
Shania Supanich, a 9-year-old from Auburn was abducted by her non-custodial father Mark Supanich.  A felony 
warrant was issued for the abductor on June 14, 2004.  They have been on the run ever since, but on 
September 26, 2006 U.S. Marshals from the Montana Violent Offender Task Force and deputies from the Lewis 
and Clark County Sheriff’s Office successfully located Mark Supanich in Montana based on a lead developed by 
the Pacific Northwest Fugitive Apprehension Task Force (PNWFAT) in Seattle.  Shortly after, Shania was re-
united with her mother for the first time in almost 2 1/2 years.  
 
“I am so thankful for all of the assistance from the WSP, the US Marshal’s Office and the many other people 
who have helped us get to this point. I am very happy to have my daughter home,” said Sandy Pedigo, mother 
of Shania Supanich.  “I hope that getting the word out through this program and the many others, will allow the 
authorities to get tips leading to the successful recovery of other children such as the three still featured on 
Gordon trucks, so that they too will be reunited with their families,” she explained. 
 
The Homeward Bound program, which began as a Problem Oriented Police Safety (POPS) project through the 
WSP Commercial Vehicle Division, placed pictures of missing children on the side of trucks.   
 
“The idea was to create a new tool to increase our chances of finding missing children,” said Trooper Renee 
Padgett. “The goal was that these trucks would to travel in the areas these children were believed to be missing 
in the hope that someone would recognize them and call authorities with a tip.” 
 
The four children including Shania, are only a few of the 368 cases the WSP Missing Children Clearinghouse is 
currently investigating.  During calendar year 2005, the Clearinghouse assisted local law enforcement agencies 
and families in the recovery of 131 missing children.  Many of these cases involved custodial interference, which 
involved a non-custodial parent illegally taking a child and fleeing.     
 
“Our hope is that these posters will help us locate additional children so that they can return safely to their 
families,” said Sue Miller, Missing Children Clearinghouse Coordinator.  
 
If your child becomes missing, immediately file a report with the law enforcement agency who has jurisdiction 
where the child was last seen or contact the Washington State Patrol Missing Children Clearinghouse at 1-800-
543-5678.    
 

### 
 
For more information one of the other three cases featured on these trucks, please contact the specific 
case investigator listed below: 
 

• Francisco Brian Rios-Carriere – Lorrie Ericson, PIO for Puyallup Police Department (253) 770-3343 
• Sofia Hernandez – Investigator Gary Wagg, Sacramento District Attorney Office (916) 874-8750 
• Agueda Elizabeth “Lizzy” Arias – Detective Sergeant Jim Duscha, Longview Police Dept. (360) 442-5800 

 



The attached photos were taken by the WSP Photographer during the event.  The media does have 
permission to use them.  
 
Captions: 
Photo 1:  Shania Supanich and WSP Missing Children Clearinghouse Coordinator Sue Miller 
Photo 2:  WSP Captain Mark Couey introduces Shania Supanich, the guest of honor for the event.  In back 
along with Shania are her mother Sandy Pedigo, and all of the people who made this possible including: 
Trooper Renee Padgett, WSP Commercial Vehicle Division; Mike Southards, Washington Trucking Association; 
Vic and Mary Payment, Budget Auto Wrecking; Steve Gordon, Gordon Trucking Inc.; Sue Miller, Missing 
Children Clearinghouse Coordinator; and Supervisor Deputy U.S. Marshal David Miller. 
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